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Siblings Discuss… Terrorism 

*Editor’s note:  This discussion took place between siblings on the e-mail list in November 
and December. Every so often, we as a community share a profound exchange of ideas.  I 
thought this would be worth printing in light of the more recent attack in Brussels: 

 I have been puzzled by the low level of discussion and concern about the 
continuing violence in the Middle East and its overflow.  I have been watching the 
news about this terrorist attack and that bombing, time after time, and wonder just 
what is an appropriate response from this community? I have no ideas. Tears don't 
do a darned thing about these despicable acts of terrorism and the martyrdom of 
our siblings in Syria and Palestine, Lebanon and Nigeria. It seems we are faced 
with blood thirsty evil. Do we put on our robes and march into the hail of gunfire? 
The instigators would love us to do so because every death advertises their 
agenda. They seem to enjoy the attention paid to their abuse of Islam, their       
destruction of human history and dignity. I don't know how to respond. It all seems 
to have spun so far out of control that violence to overwhelm their violence seems 
the only way left! I must confess that I am not mourning the murder of "Jihadi John" 
by our drones.  I want to offer a loving response, but see no point. To pray for an 
end of this jihadist terrorism is the only response I can offer, but that seems to   
justify the 'counter-insurgency' actions being taken by so many nations right now.                                              
 The attacks tonight in Paris push my tears for the people of France…                                                            
...and for those thousands of refugees who will now become suspect in so many 
ways.                                                                                                                  
                We have to stop the slaughter somehow.                                                                  
                                 What say you? 

David I.W. Delacroix, OEF 
"I only regret that I have but one life to live for the honor and glory of our God."  

 

Well, Bro. DD... you have said it... and said it well.   

 The violence of this world escapes words.   The Psalmist urges us to be 
still and know that God IS God.  It escaped my father -- and many of those who 
walked with him into Germany in 1944-45.  That is, presumably, why so many of 
them said so little (until that 50th anniversary made it safe to share the sheer hell).                                         

 In my father's case it was violence wrought against and by the folk he had 
been taught were kin -- which makes the "other" all the more difficult to                     
                                                                              
        (Continued on page 2) 
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 I don't have answers, dear brother.  Just two thoughts for now:                                                                

-If those who hate and terrorize bring me to hatred and violence, 
then they have won--I pray that God will guard my heart--                                                        
                                                                                        
-The Passion story, at its deepest, is for me a story of a "way 
forward/a way through" where there seems no hope; it is a 
promise of Mysterious Loving Presence in the midst of utterly 
impossible terror and darkness--and a Promise that Love will 
prevail, against all odds.                                                                

I will continue to do all I can to live lovingly, compassionately--to 
try to understand what is behind/underneath the hatred and 
violence (the news reports out of Paris tonight say the attackers 
seem "very young"(?!) 

So--those are my thoughts and prayers this night--             
Peace and All Good, dear Brother David.                               
With much love,                                                                     
Anne Nancy 

                                                                                                   
....we pray. 

 We pray for the people of France as the news of the 
assault on Paris continues to unfold, the dead and wounded 
counted and accounted for.                                                       

We pray for the people of the Middle East, and cry for peace.                                                                   
                                                                                         
We pray for the migrant refugees who are now part of Europe, 
many still on the road seeking shelter; others just   starting the 
journey. 
                                                                                                     
We pray for our world as the tactics of violence take this new 
form of erupting in the midst of the ordinary  (going to a concert, 
eating at a restaurant, walking along the street) in a city near 
any one of us, or any number of us.  We live this new            
vulnerability at home and on the road.                                                                                          
                                       
    (Continued on page 3) 

comprehend. It escaped -- though to a smaller degree -- our 
pastor who was at Guadalcanal.                                     
                                                     
Those things may seem so long ago yet it has not subsided.  
Those who are now committing these acts of wanton terror 
and violence may seem less grounded yet many of them 
have known such violence. It (the viciousness of life and of 
our world) does not escape our concern nor our prayers -- 
though we may not write it here.                                                    
                                                                                       
What can we do?            

You, good brother, are doing much of what you can by    
taking compassion and care to those with whom you work 
(your "clientele").  They, too, have been caught up in this 
violence; it may be that but for the work that people like you 
do, there would be more terror right here at home.  Is there 
more? Surely; it is that for which we pray.  I think it may be to 
more clearly -- yet with Christ's compassion -- counteract the 
hate and fear that surround us -- our neighbors and           
co-workers and such.                                                            

Weekly, I gather with folks from Somalia, Iraq, Iran, Central 
African Republic, Burundi, Afghanistan.... The list is too long 
of people who have fled the horror -- horror that equals what 
rages today.  They say to me, in so many words also, that 
words -- even in their native tongues --   escape describing 
it.  They speak blithely like Nyarak Riek who said she      
understood the word: "hungry" vs. "angry.  It is fleeing Akhil 
al-Awliya over the Sudan and going without food or water for 
seven days, but she is not angry.  Not all of them are so 
compassionate.  At least one Karen (Myanmar/Burma)    
student hopes to return to his home  country and join the 
Karen Liberation Army to ensure that Aung San Suu Kyi is 
allowed to lead this time.  The KLA was, for the longest time 
-- until Secretary Clinton acted -- listed by our State         
Department as a terrorist group.  Perhaps, in some ways, 
they did inflict terror (as the state inflicted upon them).                                                                               

So... I have spent many words and probably said very little in 
response to your passionate and heart-felt plea.   Words rely 
on reason and the violence of our time escapes reason.                                      

Our old friend, Blaise Pascal, wrote something like: The 
heart has its reasons which reason cannot  comprehend.  
The heart comprehends God. 

My heart is seeking to say much more.                                   
Peace and All Good                                                                 
James  

Siblings Discuss…  continued 
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disagree with Br. David D. about "the murder of 'Jihadi John' by 
our drones" (my italics). Who is this "we" who have drones? 
Yes, my taxes paid for them and (heaven help me) I voted 
twice for the man who authorized them, and I take                  
responsibility for that. But I don't want to have any drones, and 
I disavow any claim that they are mine and are used at my 
behest. Jesus Christ has no drones, and I belong to him. His 
Franciscan followers have no drones, and I am one. 
                                                                                                   
So let us do all that we can to speak, and before that to think, 
not as U.S. citizens, or Canadians, or New Zealanders, or Irish, 
or British, but as subjects of the Heavenly Sovereign and citi-
zens of the human race, whose only oath of allegiance is to the 
love at the heart of creation and at the end of creation. Let us 
continue to do whatever we can to embody that love and that 
allegiance in every act, word, and thought. Let us in our deeds 
be "blameless, and innocent of great  transgression.   And let 
even the words of our mouths and the meditations of our 
hearts be acceptable to You, O Holy One, our rock and our 
redeemer" (Psalm 19:13-14). 
 
Peace and blessing, 
David Rensberger 

 

Quick response, the idea of the one courageous   jihadist   
began in the Middle Ages with the concept of the 'just war.' It 
was used to distract the powerful of the Dark and     Middle 
Ages from killing and murdering each other and focus them on 
murdering the 'other,' justifying the crusades as a 'just war.' 
 We in this country have a long tradition of 'just wars' as you so 
correctly noted. They are not Franciscan, Christian.   
                                                                                       
I think a millennia of cruelty and bloodshed attest to how well it 
has worked.  Sometimes I wonder if we are still fighting the                                                                    
                                                                                        
    (continued on page 4) 

Just two thoughts for now:                                                                   

                                                        

We pray for the people of the Middle East, and cry for peace.                                                                                     

vulnerability at home and on the road.                                                                                                
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Siblings Discuss…  continued 

We sing our praises for Creator and creation.  We cry our        
laments for how hard it is to live and be human community in a 
world of differences; and we cling to our faith in God through 
Jesus Christ, as we hope that we can indeed work out "being 
one".   God's love and our love being both mechanism and 
substance that makes it possible.    We must break the chain 
of violence -- we must!    .....even while we pray for, and be 
grateful towards police, soldiers, and "security" folk for   doing 
the duty we have laid upon them to counter the sowers of   
terror.  We live this dilemma, and live it uncomfortably. 

- michael v.  

                                                                                                                         
                                                                                  
Thank you, Br. David D., for raising the question, and to all 
who have answered so thoughtfully. I don't want to add much, 
other than "Amen." 
                                                                                                
But I tend to think historically, and I wonder when it began, this 
idea that one is a brave soldier fighting a battle by blowing up a 
restaurant or shooting in a concert hall at unarmed people at 
peace. I think of organizations who developed these "tactics" 
during the 20th century: the Irish Republican Army, the Ku Klux 
Klan and their ilk, the Palestine Liberation Organization, before 
them the Irgun Zionists who blew up the King David Hotel in 
1941, various Marxist and  anarchist groups throughout that 
century, and of course the less organized right-wing terrorists 
in Oklahoma City, Atlanta, and elsewhere. Who first thought 
this was a good idea, a    courageous thing to do? What lack of 
contact with God and humanity has caused people made in the 
image of God to take it up? 
                                                                                                
But I also have to think of the acts of governments that may in 
some way have given permission to the evil in  human hearts 
to take on this shape: the U.S. dropping of atomic bombs on 
civilian populations in Japan, the Allied     fire-bombing of Dres-
den, the German blitz-bombing of London and fire-bombing of 
Coventry and elsewhere. Not to mention (are we allowed to 
mention it in the U.S.?) the targeted,          intentional bombing 
of a Doctors Without Borders hospital in Afghanistan just last 
month by U.S. forces, and the more-or-less accidental drone 
attacks that hit wedding parties instead of soldiers. Is our hor-
ror, our incomprehension at the evil of this, any greater than 
that of those victims and their families and compatriots? 
                                                                                                     
So I would say "Amen" to what others have said, that the most 
important thing we can do is be part of the solution, not the 
problem. Be the new world, the Reign of God, the  community 
in which love operates and is offered to all, outside as well as 
inside. With that in mind, I would ever-so-gently   
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 Dear Siblings, 

Like many of you, I do not know the answer to finding peace in a 
world gone mad, but I am so, SO VERY GRATEFUL to be in and 
with a community who wrestles with how to love and live      
peacefully in the world. Given the hate mongering taking place, 
even/especially in social media? I'm glad to be with people who 
have a different perspective. Praying with you.  

May the peace and grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
all.                                                                                            

Paula Clare                                                                                   
Love wins. 

 

And wrestle we must! The problems, the root of extremism, is 
fear in many disguises. We can work to pre-empt fear through 
living the gospel message. Grace abounds in the little              
connections we all have with the human race. If we address   
poverty, bigotry, racism and prejudice as it rears its ugly head 
then we can have more hope for a better future, a terror-free  
lifestyle. God grant us the wisdom, clarity of thought,               
simplicity of action, and gentleness of both heart and mouth to 
deal with this broken world. 

David D 

Crusades.  Certainly its popularity is evidenced by a popular 
Presidential front runner who wants to 'bomb the-------out of 
them.'  

I have other thoughts, but maybe I should stop here.           
Your trying to be loving little sister,                                   
Sharon 

 

*Later the same evening: 

For those still pondering this and what to do please read  
Ephesians 6. 

Your little sister,                                                                   
Sharon 

 

 Mark 9:29: And he said unto them, This kind [of evil 
spirit] can come forth by nothing, but by prayer and fasting. 

Especially we need to pray for and love our enemies--in this 
case, ISIS.                                            

I don't know what in particular the love part means, but I can 
pray for them. I had similar thoughts about the Taliban after 
9/11, before we started bombing  Afghanistan.  Who would 
Jesus bomb? 

Peace,                                                                                    
Br. Bruce James 

 

Exactly the right question for Jesus  followers--"Who would 
Jesus bomb?"--! 

Praying for peace--                                                                             
AN 

 



 

 

On behalf of all of us, Congrats Dr. Gary Paul 

Nabhan! (Write up from The Society of              

Ethnobiology) 

Submitted by,                                                      

David Delacroix, OEF 

 *          *             *             * 

More News! 

This was in this week's edition of the e-news from 

FAN! (Feb. 8, 2016) 

FAN Joins Br. Coyote at Arizona Forum on Food    

Justice, Faith and Climate Change 

FAN is proud to be a part of an upcoming forum 

in Arizona on Food Justice, Faith and Climate 

Change. Coordinated and hosted by Gary Paul 

(Br. Coyote) Nabhan, who was recently named 

2016 Distinguished Ethnobiologist, this forum 

offers participants workshops on a variety of   

topics related to the theme.  

 

FAN's own Rhett Engelking will be speaking at 

the forum at a session entitled, "Laudato Si and 

Faith-Based Responses." Featuring                   

internationally-recognized interfaith leaders, 

farmers, social justice activists and scholars, the 

forum promises to offer a unique perspective on 

the changing realities we face in terms of food 

justice and how the climate impacts the supply 

chain.  

Submitted by,                                                           

Br. Brendan, OEF  

 

"Preach the Gospel at all times…                                               

and when necessary use words."    

--St. Francis of Assisi 

Congratulations to One of Our Own! 
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On behalf of the Distinguished Ethnobiologist 

Award committee and the Society's Board of        

Directors, we are honored to announce Dr. Gary 

Paul Nabhan as the 2016 Distinguished                

Ethnobiologist. We are pleased that Gary will be 

awarded this achievement in his backyard of     

Tucson, Arizona at our annual conference.  He 

will deliver a short talk to the Society on Friday 

on cross-cultural collaborators and cross           

disciplinary roles in our Society before the     

Banquet. 

Some excerpts from Gary's nomination letter 

signed by prominent SOE members: "Gary is one 

of the most distinguished and widely recognized            

ethnobiologsts in the world. He is regarded as the 

"father of the local food movement" (Utne Reader) 

and has had his work featured in the New York 

Times, Time Magazine, Mother Earth News and 

many other popular outlets… Gary's                

contributions to SOE have been numerous and 

longstanding. He was lead author on an           

important article in the first issue of the Journal 

of Ethnobiology, was an original member of the 

editorial board…                                                                                                                 

                                                                  

Gary has attended nearly every SOE conference, 

was an organizer of both the 3rd and 13th annual        

conferences in Arizona, delivered the keynote        

address at the 2013 conference." 

Gary has worked for almost five decades in      

applied ethnobiology to help facilitate socially-

just environmental movements. As noted on 

Gary's blog, he was among the earliest               

researchers to promote native foods in preventing 

diabetes, especially in his role as a co-founder 

and researcher with the nonprofit Native Seeds/ 

SEARCH. Gary is Director of the new Center for 

Regional Food Studies at the University of      

Arizona. His newly  edited anthology, The Future 

of Ethnobiology, will be released the week of the 

annual conference and includes collaborations 

with individuals from many different cultures 

and disciplines. As Brother Coyote, he is a         

professed brother in the Order of Ecumenical 

Franciscans. He keeps an orchard of heritage 

fruit trees in Patagonia, Arizona.  



 

 

A blessed and holy Easter to you.   

I am looking forward to seeing you in Indianapolis 
on Memorial Day weekend.  

The crucified is all around us.  It is very hard to 
see the news coverage of what is happening to    
ordinary people in Syria without seeing the      
Crucified suffering all over again.   They say that 
the most important choice we all make in life is the 
choice of our parents – I am very lucky that I chose 
parents who did not live in Syria.  Oh, to have 
been born so blessed-- food, housing, education, 
health care, peace time from a majority and     
privileged community.  How to enter into to 
shared humanity with folk whose birth happened 
into such different circumstances?  How to confess 
the sin of my lack of appreciation of my luck, and 
how to enter more completely in the Jesus walk 
with those pushed to the edge.  Francis, our 
brother, born lucky, struggled with what it meant 
to follow Jesus.  The Easter morning shows us that 
in the world, and the social order, the economy of 
God, Jesus’ way with those on the margins         
triumphs over all the successful and powerful  
self-righteous satisfaction.  I join with you in OEF 
in large part to ground my own poor walk in the 
following of Jesus in the way of Francis, to live 
into the world of hope and freedom for all God’s 
children regardless of their luck in the parent 
choice.  I hope this attempt at writing an Easter 
creedal statement has meaning to someone else. 

Juniper OEF                                                                             
Co-minister 

 A transformation of OEF is taking place. 

Several years ago, the Chapter created a group to    
attempt to rewrite the OEF statues to better describe 
the aspirations of the Order.  Many people have 
worked on this.  The path was not easy.  There have 
been serious disagreements.  The 2014 Chapter looked 
at some principals of the transformation and discern 
together the goal of moving toward a Council and 
away from specific officers.                          

Last year’s Chapter was presented with a draft of the 
transformative statutes which call for a Council and a 
shift from a voting based process to a discernment 
based process.  The Chapter enthusiastically embraced 
this way.                                                                                                                       
                                                                              
This year a review committee has looked at the    
document line by line with specific concerns and     
issues raised by OEF members.  This review           
committee presented a draft in February to the       
Chapter for your review, to endorse or modify, with 
the expectation that the 2016  Chapter will accept these 
transformative statutes as the structuring   document 
of our community’s life.  

We need your input.  We need every member of the 
order to read over the draft statutes.  It would be very 
useful if there are remaining or new concerns that you 
communicate them to the revision committee as soon 
as possible, in order for the committee to have the 
preparation work done prior to our arrival in           
Indianapolis.  The Statues have been emailed to the 
OEF members and are up on the OEF website.  If you 
for some reason need a copy, please e-mail 
jgrbklyn@gmail.com, write 103 Pilling St #3, Brooklyn 
NY 11207 or call (718) 573-3973 and I will get the draft 
to you.  

Very much looking forward to hearing what you 
think!! 

Juniper OEF                                                                         
Co-minister 

A Message From Our CoA Message From Our CoA Message From Our CoA Message From Our Co----Minister GeneralMinister GeneralMinister GeneralMinister General 
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Courage “in spite of…”                                                                                                          

Discussion on Statues Amendments and Council Selection 

One Servant Team member commented on the lack of      
discussion on the proposed Statues amendments due for 
a vote this Chapter and suggested I add fuel for thought.  
As an obedient OEF-er , here are some sticks for the fire: 

I begin with a statement by Elie Wiesel, Holocaust      
survivor, in his book, NIGHT.  Elie and his father are in a 
horrific all-night forced march from one concentration 
camp to another and he shares, “And, in spite of myself, 
a prayer rose in my heart, to that God in whom I no 
longer believed.”  This comment, “in spite of…”,          
permeates my spiritual journey and, I suggest, our life in 
O.E.F. 

The Statues Revision Team has done a remarkable job 
and we have a game-changing, revolutionary and        
prophetic proposal at hand.  The content material of what 
we do as a religious order has been up-dated,            
modernized to reflect reality and greater awareness; and 
yet it is the process proposed that is the most challenging 
issue with which we deal. 

“Prayerful Discernment as a legitimate form of decision-
making supersedes Roberts Rules of Order, is counter-
culture, is unlike almost all forms of Christianity’s historic 
organization, and goes against the ‘wants’ of the ego!  
That’s why “Prayerful Discernment” doesn’t come easy 
for us! 

I am writing this during a twelve hour trip to Kansas City 
to help family and I’m listening to PBS.  There are        
innumerable quotes of presidential candidates and    
commentary on such; none of which are in the realm of 
“Prayerful Discernment” and none of which are helpful to 
our nation and our world (and all of these debates are 
aimed at and by ‘Christians’). 

What we are proposing as a religious order is that we 
adopt a process that embraces an experienced faith that 
the Holy Spirit, and the spirits of Francis and Claire, are 
indeed with us in community and we give them every 
opportunity to move through and within us as we struggle 

with faith and action in Christ’s name. 

     “In spite of…” psychological needs for hierarchy,     
political reality and the church as it is, I believe O.E.F. is 
being formed by a God who does things differently for the 
sake of the world and needs us in the forefront of positive 
change “in spite of…” 

Francis and Claire practiced Prayerful Discernment in 
unique ways and we continue their legacy. 

     Sisters and brothers; in statues, elections and       
Franciscan Community, be courageous “in spite of…”’ 

Dale Carmen O. E. F. 

  

P.S. Ken and I are moving in May to Bismarck, North   
Dakota.  This makes two major moves in a little over a 
year; all do-it-yourself!  It involves complex decisions 
which are part of a twenty-year plan.  Thus, I will miss 
Chapter 2016, which is only my third absence since 1983 
– the beginning of O.E.F.  I already have Chapter 2017 
(June 15-18, Chicago) on my calendar etched in stone, 
God willing. 

During this 2016 Chapter, on the evenings of May 27th 
and 28th, I will be in the sanctuary of the Bismarck United 
Church of Christ, dedicating my Rule of Life, being in 
Prayerful Discernment with you and celebrating the gift of 
O.E.F. 
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Order of Ecumenical Franciscans Chapter/Convocation 2016 

Grace and Peace! 

All OEF professed, novices, postulants, inquirers, and guests: 

Your presence is requested! 

You are warmly invited to our upcoming Chapter/Convocation, 

May 26 - 29 in Indianapolis. 

Come be with us fully as time is short, and we gather as a whole body 

but once per year. 

OEF Chapter/Convocation 2016 

Our Lady of Fatima Retreat House 

5353 E. 56th Street 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46226 

(www.archindy.org/fatima) 

*** 

Thursday, May 26 (program beginning at 3PM; registration beginning at 1PM) 

through Sunday, May 29 (program ending at 1PM) 

Discounted Early Registration (now through April 30) $225/person* 

Children under 6 years of age Free! 

Children 7-10 years of age $100/person 

Later Registration (May 1 through June 1) $265/person* 

Early Arrival (arriving Wednesday at retreat center) $50/person** 

*All cancellations are subject to a $25 nonrefundable deposit. 

Late cancellations will receive a fair and equitable prorated refund. 

**Participants arriving Wednesday for a day of prayer and personal retreat incur this 

fee for an extra night of lodging. (Meals are not included.) 

The flat fee includes registration and accommodations for one person 

for four days / three nights, including meals. 

Single occupancy and double occupancy rooms are available. 

All baths are semi-private. All rooms are airconditioned. 

Scholarships are available. Please help OEF offset the cost of chapter fees for 

siblings who would otherwise be unable to attend. Your generous donations can be 

made to our “Restricted for Chapter–Scholarship Fund” 

at www.oeffranciscans.org in the Scriptorum 

There are 81 beds available at the Fatima Retreat House; let us fill the space! 
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CHAPTER/CONVOCATION 2016 REGISTRATION 

(CAN ALSO BE DONE ONLINE AT WWW.OEFFRANCISCANS.ORG 

IN THE SCRIPTORUM) 

First Name: _____________________________ Phone: _______________________    

Last Name: _____________________________ Alternate phone: _____________________    

Address:    

____________________________________________________________________________________    

____________________________________________________________________________________    

Food Restrictions: Vegetarian ___ Vegan___ Gluten Free___    

Lactose Free___ Nut Allergy___ Other Allergy ___    

None___    

Please add any other dietary concern details:    

_________________________________________________    

____________________________________________________________________________________    

Will you arrive Wednesday? No___ Yes___ ($100.00 USD)    

Room type: Single ___ Double with spouse ___ Double willing to share ___    

Amount you are able to pay for your registration: ___________________    

Can you contribute to help with scholarships? Friendly Friar ($10.00 USD) ___    

Compassionate Clare ($20.00 USD) ___    

Generous Patron ($50.00 USD) ___    

Diligent Disciple ($100.00 USD) ___    

Awesome Angel ($200.00 USD) ___    

Other special needs or concerns:    

________________________________________________________________________________    

_________________________________________________________________________________    

What time do you expect to arrive? ______________________________________________    

How are you arriving? Airplane ___ Bicycle ___ Bus ___ Car ___ Train ___    

Name of airline or ground service with flight or train number:    

__________________________________    

Do you need a ride to the retreat center? ________________    

Can you help with rides to the retreat center? __________________    

*Send payment to treasurer Sr. Petra Strand, OEF 895 Perry Lane Teaneck, NJ 07666 



 

 



 

 

February 13, 2016 

Dear Sisters & Brothers, 

  

Peace and Good to Each and All. 

Lenten blessings.... 

In our proposed revised Statutes, Article V. A. 
1.b.ii. reads: 

"Annual Discernment on Community Life and 
Witness: 

At any time, but especially during Lent,    
members of the Order are asked to prayerfully 
reflect upon the Life and Witness of our Order. 

Each member is invited to share these            
reflections with the Council. 

Taking these reflections into consideration, the 
Council will prepare a report on the same 
which will be presented annually at Chapter 
with copies sent to the membership." 

Embracing the wisdom of this proposal, we, 
your servants, offer the following "snapshot" 
on the life and witness of our Order. Some     

details are clear and evident. Others are blurry 
or  missing altogether. To us, it feels to be a 
good "general overview". We offer it as fodder 
for further prayer, reflection and conversation. 
Reflections may be shared and conversations 
may continue in regional gatherings, on our 
website, or at any time in any way between any 
two or more. 

Our prayer is that we will each take the time to 
pray, reflect, share, and listen deeply for God's 
stirrings among us, -- that we be alert to    
brightening Light directing and illuminating 
our path(s), -- that, as individuals and as an   
Order, we be humble and true, and faithful to 
our calling(s). 

In Christ's Love and Enduring Hope,             
OEF Servant Team 

 

*Please read “Servant Team Report to Chapter 
2016 at www.oeffranciscans.org 

A Letter From The Servant Team  
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Hear Ye, Hear Ye!                 

  Submissions for the Post-Chapter 2016 issue of 
“Fiddlesticks” are being accepted immediately. 

Deadline for submissions is June 15, 2016. 

Send submissions to Sister Chris at                                             
capoef@solarus.biz 

or snail-mail to: 

Christine Petersen, OEF                                                 
853 Norwich Ct.                                                       

Nekoosa, WI 54457 

Thank you! 
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Regional News                                                                    

Our annual 'comedy club' will focus on 

the punny side of Francis' delightful 

lifestyle this year. 

Puns will be judged on the intensity of 

the groans of the audience as well as 

the hysterical accuracy of the tale 

told. So, weed out your library garden 

and find that little volume of "The  

Little Flowers of Francis" and see what 

alternative tales you can force to 

bloom from your fertile gardens! 

Juniper Cup 2016!!!  

A Gaelic Prayer 

I close my eyes to attractions. 

I close my ears to distractions. 

I close my heart to temptations 

Calm me, O Lord; 

As You stilled the storm. 

Still me, O Lord; 

Keep me from harm. 

Let all tumult within me cease. 

Enfold me, Lord, in Your peace. 

 

 

*Gleaned from “Morning Whispers” by Brotherjohn 
Gaudreau.  Origin unknown 

The North East OEF Fellowship met again at 
St. Francis House in New London CT. 
http://stfrancishousewp1.whewitt.org).       
St Francis House is an intentional Christian 
community with an ecumenical witness that 
focuses on: 
- peace in the shadow of the US Navy      
Submarine base and Electric Boat the     
submarine manufacturer  
- locally accessing food and other goods 
with a citywide community gardening      
project and a cooperative grocery,  
- homeless folk through the homeless      
hospitality network  
- community education reform through an 
action project called CURE.   
They have several empty rooms/apartment 
spaces and are interested in people who 
might want to come and share their daily 
prayer, common meals and witness and           
ministry in southeastern Connecticut. 

******************************************** 

The Great Lakes Lighthouse Fellowship has 
planned our annual Francistide retreat at 
Kenmare House in Peoria, IL.  This is Craig 
Robert, OEF and Linda Miller’s home and 
retreat house. 

In 2017, we will meet at The Hermitage 
Community in Three Rivers, MI.  This is 
closer to Brothers Ysidro and Brendan. 

We look forward to traveling our vast           
region, visiting each others’ stomping 
grounds! 
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...And More Congratulations in Order! 

On January 30, 2016 Brother David Delacroix and Yoseph Widirahmaya were united in marriage 
at Holy Trinity Episcopal Church in Hollidaysburg, PA. The church was packed with friends and 
family, including Brother John Son of Syvert who flew in from Iowa to participate in the            
ceremony as a lector.  Yoseph is from Cilicap, Indonesia. David and Yoseph met via Facebook in 
Feb.2013 and used Skype almost every day since then to get better acquainted and share in  
Morning Prayer. David flew to Bali in January, 2014 where he and Yoseph spent almost 2 weeks 
together and they felt God's blessing on their relationship. David proposed and then they began 
the long process of Yoseph's coming to the USA as David’s fiancee’. Yoseph arrived on December 
2, 2015. They had 90 days to get married! And now they are in the midst of the expensive process 
of   gaining permanent residency and green card for Yoseph so he can remain and legally work in 
the US. Yoseph will be attending Chapter.  So, you all will be able to enjoy his charm and joy!  



 

 

HOW MANY FRANCISCANS DOES IT TAKE TO CHANGE A LIGHT BULB? 

Michael Vosler, OEF 
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 Two to properly and reverently dispose of the bulb.  
Perhaps a team (3-5).                                                              
 The acquirer of the replacement bulb presents the new 
bulb to the community.                                                            
 One to lead the blessing on the new lightbulb, with 
prayers of thanksgiving for all who gathered the elements of 
which the lightbulb was composed....those who put it                   
together...who packed it....transported....sold....; and for the 
electricity which waits silently to power the bulb.  (This can be 
the same liturgy as above or an adaptation thereof -- which 
would require an adaptor/editor).                                                 
 Assume we let the ladder-holder and the ladder-
climber/bulb-replacer repeat their roles from above, while the 
assembled sing a song of praise, gratitude, and blessing......as 
the lightbulb comes on and sheds light, new light, surprisingly 
bright.  Without our noticing, there has been one at the switch.
 The ladder-climber descends and quietly prays with the 
ladder holder their gratitude for a safe journey up and down.
 One, if not the ladder-fetcher, to put away the ladder. 
 One to put away the flashlight.           

                                                                                                 
Moral:    No job is too small for an Order to be an Order.                                                                               
The blessings of each job and each one's roles are                    
inexhaustible.                                                                         
 Gratitude is ever appropriate.                                         
 We live our solitariness in community.                          
 Lightbulbs are a part of the community;                            
 but then, so too is darkness.                                                                   

                                                                                                       
- brother michael v., post-surgery, with lots of recovery time.... 

 

Answer:   As many as are available!                               
 One to notice that flipping the switch no longer lights 
the lightbulb.                                                                         
 One to make the observation that it's either the 
switch or the light bulb, and probably the light bulb.  Plus at 
least one to hear and reflect on that observation towards 
agreement or to posit yet another theory.                                   
 One to state the consensus on cause.              
 One to say:  "Let's change the lightbulb and see."   
(A statement of the consensus for action.)                              
 One to think of the most appropriate Scriptural    
passage to speak to the situation of darkness in the          
expectation of light, of silent service rendered by so many 
things around us taken for granted until just such moments as 
these.                                                                              
 One to three to remember and reflect on times when 
we were truly and explicitly grateful for the light shed by this 
light bulb.                                                                               
 One to reflect on the gift of darkness.                         
 One to fetch a flashlight or light a candle.                  
 At least one to lead the liturgy of prayer,            
thanksgiving and blessing for those who gathered the       
elements of which the lightbulb was composed; those who 
manufactured the parts; those who assembled the parts; 
those who packed it ever so carefully; those who cleaned up 
the broken glass from the lightbulbs that didn't make it; those 
who transported the lightbulb; those who sold it or otherwise 
made it available to us; and a special blessing on the Brother 
or Sister who screwed it into its present socket, lo, those 
many months (years?) ago.  The voices of each of the      
assembled add richness to this chorus.                                                                    
 One to fetch and set the ladder.                            
 One to bless the ladder and the fetcher, with      
gratitude for their usefulness and their willing service                                                   
 One to simultaneously find a replacement bulb (see 
below).                                                                                        
 One to hold the flashlight or candle, and one to climb 
the ladder and unscrew the darkened bulb, while the             
assembled sing a song of thanksgiving.                                 
 One to hold the ladder and one to receive the de-
ceased bulb and to hold it up for one more chorus of praise 
and thanksgiving for its role in service to the room, and to the 
collective body who have used that room.   

Brother Lightbulb has met Sister Death.                                     



 

 

February 2016 

 This month I went on a week long silent retreat 

with Helen in the Wairarapa. They not only did 

morning prayer each day but they  did evening 

prayer as well every day. Praying twice a day! 

Whatever next? 

  

As if that wasn’t enough, Helen took me on some 

expeditions as well. “Come and play with me and 

Jesus,” she said. I was force fed blackberries and I 

was made to go for a swim in the nearby creek. It 

was cold. Brrr! Once was enough, I flatly refused to 

swim again even tho’ the weather was supposed to 

be hot. 

  

A dry closet for next year really is a must. Have you 

got one without a creek or a swimming hole in it? 

I’ll bribe the judges. 

  

January 2016 

 I am being made to do my bit for the care of      

creation. Reluctantly, I went into Helen’s garden 

with her and looked for pest plants and noxious 

weeds in her native fernery. These had to be dug 

out. 

  

I found some blue morning glory. I thought it was 

such a pity to dig it out because the flowers are so 

pretty. But I was told that if it goes wild it will   

strangle NZ native vegetation. 

  

What does that matter? I think this creation care 

bit is way over the top. What is wrong with a few 

pest plants and noxious weeds? 

  

By the way, has anyone got a nice closet for me to 

retire to after convocation in May? I could bribe 

the judges to let me go home with you. 
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Brother Rat's Rule ReportsBrother Rat's Rule ReportsBrother Rat's Rule ReportsBrother Rat's Rule Reports    

No job is too small for an Order to be an Order.                                                                               

but then, so too is darkness.                                                                    

Br. Rat in the garden Br. Rat in the creek (skinny-dipping?) 



 

 

A Note from Br. Joseph Thomas 

Fiddlesticks                                 

c/o Christine Petersen, OEF      

853 Norwich Ct.                       

Nekoosa, WI  54457 

U.S.A. 
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surgery, months of chemo and radiation, and finally, a 
terminal prognosis.  As an act of love and mercy, OEF 
allowed him to profess at a Great Lakes Lighthouse 
regional gathering in April, 2015.  Shortly thereafter, 
an experimental treatment of stem cell implant        
became available.  This was successful, and our 
brother is now cancer free! 

The only residual effect of all of this is some cognitive 
impairment which makes it difficult for him to           
remember and communicate effectively.  Joseph  
Thomas calls this “chemo brain.”  He shared with me 
that it took him 2 hours to compose this note.           
According to his doctor, this effect should wear off, 
but it could take up to two years. 

Our brother’s life is a miracle, which he attributes to 
the prayer and support of his OEF siblings. 

Dear Brothers and Sisters of OEF, 

This last year has been one of the worst 
years of my life.  I was overwhelmed with 
all of the wishes I received from all of you.  
I missed seeing you at Chapter, but [I am] 

looking forward to seeing you all in        
Indiana.  I felt the work of your prayers 
daily.  I spent so much time in prayer for 
all of you as well.  God’s blessings be with 

you all.                                                                      
See you at Chapter. 

Peace and All Good,                                                      
Br. Joseph Thomas (Keith Downey) 

 

*For those not aware, Br. Joseph was diagnosed 
with aggressive, inoperable brain cancer in        
November of 2014.  He endured unsuccessful         


