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ON ACCOUNTABILITY                                                                                 
by Dale Carmen OEF 

 We here in the great plains USA are in the middle of a 

‘cold snap’.  It is minus 22 degrees F (minus 30 degrees C) this     

morning.  It is blessedly still.  I reflect today on our General Rule 

– Principle # 16. 

      “As Ecumenical Franciscans, we covenant to 

draw up and live by a Personal Rule of Life based on the 

Rule of this Order and falling into these disciplines:     

Worship, Prayer, Penitence, Work, Lifestyle, Mission,     

Obedience, Community.  We shall always be under           

supervision and accountable to an advisor.” 

 The “Rule of this Order” is the 17 Principles we share in a 

common spirit with other Franciscans. Our OEF Community has 

tried several ways of practicing accountability to a Personal Rule 

within Community.  At one time we extended the Novicing      

formation relationship.  For several years we had a “Formation 

Tree” with all Professed members connected, and we have       

reported to Chaplains and Assistant Chaplains – a form              

inherited from T.S.S.F. 

 Our current Professed membership include people formed 

by other Franciscan Orders who have diverse ways of being     

accountable.  Now we are in a time of evaluation as many       

OEFers find the discipline of reporting unfulfilling, inadequate 

and confusing.  The Servant Team is discussing different ways to 

be faithful and everyone is invited to address the question; ‘How 

do we be accountable to the practice of our Personal Rule in an 

honest and meaningful way?’ 

 I have reported to someone within OEF for thirty years 

and it doesn’t come easy.  Why do I do it?  I do it because I need 

measurable markers and a spiritual partner for real change to 

happen.  God can’t use me as a wishful thinker, articulate     

well-intentioned religious wannabe.  God needs me as a hard-

working, risk-taking, game-changer (God’s game plan, not mine).  

Only by sharing my Personal Rule with one other in Franciscan 

Community, regularly and honestly, can real change in my 

thinking, habits and practices happen. 

                                                   ( Continued on page 2) 
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 I use TOPS as an example.  Ken and I 

lived in a town with an active TOPS group (Take 

Off Pounds Sensibly).  We joined to keep       

middle-age spread under control and it worked.  

Besides being a delightful and supportive bunch 

of people, there was weekly accountability.  

Every week one went into a private space where 

there was a bar scale and a person serving as 

‘Recorder’. When one stepped on that scale all 

the justifying, rationalizing babble fell away and 

I and one other person knew what the truth was.  

It worked.  New habits were learned, practiced 

and indelibly formed. 

 Many of our General Rules – Principles 

have to do with prayer.  Before I began        

Franciscan formation I had almost no prayer life 

and didn’t know where to begin.  Having specific 

goals in a Personal Rule, and being accountable 

to another person helped me slowly and surely 

develop habits commensurate with our calling. 

 I need accountability in OEF Community.  

Why?  Because Christ on the cross at San 

Damiano told Francis of Assisi to 

“…repair/rebuild my church…”  We showed up 

to help Francis and I, for one, need continual 

strength training to be helpful in rebuilding the 

church.  Being accountable in practicing our  

Personal  Rule is one way we stand willing and 

able, shoulder to shoulder, with our namesake. 

Facebook Stats: Dec 5th-11th 
 
*We now have 215 people who have" Liked" us, 
 with 2 new "Likes"  this week! 
 
*269 people saw our posts this week and al-
though that is down 28.5%  from last weeks 
reach, we engaged 42 people an increase of 16.7% 
since last week.   
 
*This week 46 people "liked' a post 
 
*We received 1 "comment" 
 
*Three people "Shared" a post and 98 people 
clicked on our posts! 
 
*Dont forget if you have something to share on 
Facebook please visit the page and message      
us- an Administrator will post it on your behalf! 

 

- Submitted by Lorraine DiDio, OEF 

On Accountability ...continurd 
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OEF's Social Media Spotlight:  



 

 

As has been the case now for several years, I was 
blessed by being the OEF representative at the 
Chapter meeting of the Third Order of the Society 
of St. Francis (TSSF), Province of the Americas, 
which was held in early October at Little Portion 
Friary in Mt. Sinai, NY. Other orders represented 
were: OFS, CSF and SSF. Because the regularly 
elected members of TSSF Chapter were new this 
year, the first evening's program consisted of      
extensive introductions, moderated by Minister  
Provincial John Brockman. 
 
As is the TSSF custom, Thursday morning was  
devoted to a Quiet Day, this time led by the order's 
Bishop Protector, The Rt. Rev. Gordon Scruton. His 
topic was, "Becoming a Community of                 
Discernment." With opportunities for both quiet   
reflection and small group discussion, this time   
utilized discernment methodology from scripture, 
from the Jesuit tradition and from A Shared Wisdom 
Model adapted from Sharing Wisdom by Mary B 
McKinney. This three hour period of deep spiritual 
reflection provided a deep centering for the group 
with which to begin the business of Chapter. It also 
provided specific discernment tools that were     
employed throughout the remainder of the meeting. 
Frequently, throughout the business sessions that 
followed, the business discussions would be halted, 
the community would stand and sing a brief spiritual 
song and then pray in silence for a minute or two 
before being seated and resuming business. It was 
amazing to me how this action facilitated process, 
particularly in regard to some of the thornier issues 
considered. 
 
As is always the case with TSSF, they had a large 
amount of business to transact. Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday consisted of morning, afternoon and 
evening business sessions, with breaks for meals, 
except for Friday evening, which was an evening off 

TSSF Chapter, 2013 

By Sr. Anjelika Morse, OEF 
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for a musical program by Brother Willy, a local 
TSSF member. There were many important           
decisions made and people elected to fill important 
roles, some of them new, like a Coordinator of IP-
TAC and External Relations, a JPIC Animator and 
a Young Adult Ministry Coordinator. Other         
important decisions made included a commitment 
to working with other Franciscan groups in a     
renewed emphasis on the earth, particularly on the          
Franciscan Earth Corps; deciding that the next  
Provincial Convocation, the Centennial, will be 
held in Puerto Rico in early 2017; and increasing       
pastoral emphasis on responding to the needs of 
isolated and infirm members of the order. 
 
All of this went on in a friary. So it all went on 
amidst the rhythm of life in a religious community. 
Four daily offices and Eucharist were prayed with 
the friars each day in their chapel. Each business 
day began with Chapter praying together the daily 
Community Obedience. As I indicated before, in 
the spirit of discernment, the business of Chapter 
halted many times each day for song and prayer. 
At the Eucharist on Thursday night, we joined the 
friars in their weekly prayers for vocations. At    
Friday Eucharist, the friars and those of us who 
were guests joined the TSSF folks as they did their       
necrology. On Saturday, after lunch, the ashes of 
a TSSF woman who had died during the previous 
year were carried in solemn procession to the 
TSSF cemetery on the friary grounds and were  
interred there. It was a time that was centered in 
prayer and, I believe, led by the Spirit. 
 
For me, it was yet another reminder that our lives 
and work as Franciscans are inseparable from the 
faith that grounds all that we are. From the most 
mundane tasks like tinkering with the means of   
intra-order communication to the tasks that take us 
far beyond ourselves like connecting with other 
Franciscans in world-wide JPIC initiatives, our 
grounding is in Christ and we are led by the Spirit. 
Francis never forgot that and let us never forget it 
either. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Anjelika, OEF 



 

 

Grace and peace.  It is early Advent           

as I write to you.  Snow is blowing       

across our driveway.  It’s called       

‘horizontal snow’ in these parts.  Wind    

and snow make for reduced visibility.      

The ranges of hills in the distance are    

obliterated by white.  Cold, sap-slowing, 

life-threatening, beautifully awesome white. 

There is no either/or with nature.  I’ve 

found it to be and/also where you take it all 

and deal with it and give thanks.  It was 

that way for Jesus and Francis, and now us.  

We have committed to spiritual growth in 

Community and it is a challenge and a 

blessing. 

     The OEF Servant Team consists of 

Chaplain C. J. Boylan, Treasurer Sophie 

Elisa Dale, Director of Formation David 

Luke Hutton, Scribe David Delacroix and 

myself as MG.  We have met twice by    

Teleconference to take care of business.  

Our next teleconference is scheduled for 

January 7th.  We discuss a broad range of 

issues including continuing formation for 

the Professed members, and who will      

represent OEF at our other Franciscan    

organization commitments.  

     I am blessed to have had opportunity to 

visit two area fellowships; the Mid-Atlantic 

Fellowship on October 25-27 at Lexington, 

Kentucky, and the Great Lakes Lighthouse 

Fellowship on November 22-23 at         

Rochester, Minnesota.  In both groups I was 

inspired and ‘filled’ by the stories, journeys 

and souls of all the participants; Professed, 

Novices, Postulants and visitors.  My hope 

is to publicize as many Fellowship         

gathering dates and places as possible for 

2014 and encourage OEFers to visit any  

fellowships as they are able.  It is a way we 

knit together and grow spiritually in    

Franciscan Community. 

 Every morning when I enter Matins, in                                              

 our south porch before sunrise, I am 

 aware of the presence of dozens of souls 

 who are my sisters and brothers in the 

 Order of Ecumenical Franciscans.   

  

Sometimes I can hear your sniffles, coughing, 

whispering and yes, snoozing; certainly your 

voices as we sing and pray together.  The 

Holy Spirit does this for me so that you are 

real, live, present.  Our motherhouse sanctu-

ary is God’s heart and Christ wakes us up and 

gathers us in that we may be strengthened for 

service in the day ahead. Thanks be to God. 

     Peace in Franciscan Community, Dale 

Carmen, OEF  

Words From  the Interim Minister GeneralWords From  the Interim Minister GeneralWords From  the Interim Minister GeneralWords From  the Interim Minister General 
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In Appreciation...  

"Gracias! to Sister Christine for compiling      

readings for our times of prayer and devotions.  

Thank You to all who contributed poems, quotes, 

reflections.   

I am moved each day as I read the offering and 

see which sister or brother offered it up on our  

behalf. I am grateful to all offerings and to all who 

reflect and pray the offerings. Gracias! Thanks be 

to God.                 Dale Carmen OEF  

*  *  * 

Thank You NVC readers! 

Thank you, Allison Coluccio for guiding us into 

the book, Non-Violent Communication. Thank you 

for hosting discussion online as we struggle with 

these ideas and practices with do not come natu-

ral to some of us (!) This is a crucial dialog for us 

and I appreciate all who have read the book and 

entered their thoughts. God’s blessings abound.                        

                Peace, Dale Carmen OEF 



 

 

Every morning when I enter Matins, in                                              Dear Ones.,  

What a rich and busy time for us Franciscans 
worldwide!  As the holidays bear upon us we 
enjoin the celebration of Christ’s love for 
each of us and the inner workings of the Holy 
Spirit, in our lives, ministries and loves. 
  Celebrating communally the blessings of 
those called to come and taste what the OEF 
has to offer and what the individual has to 
give in community.  Dispersed, and yet not        
disjointed.    

As the leaves changed from emerald green to 
golden yellow this year, The Office of          
Formation Counseling was happy to             
announce God's gift to the OEF in the person 
of Carol Stiver who made her Novice Vows 
this September at The  Northeast Regional 
Gathering.    

Then, God’s abundant spirit blessed us again 
as autumn leaves gave way to sputterings of 
crystalline snow as Louis Canter, Kathleen 
Dlugosz and Keith Downey made their novice 
vows and John Salveson was also recognized 
as having entered the Postulancy- shortly  
before Thanksgiving this year.   

In spite of major website upheavals, we     
welcomed Herbert Meister, Robert Elton and 
Helen Simpson into the Postulancy.     

December Novice 2013~ Susan DeGeorge~ 
challenges our hopes so  beautifully as we 
look momentarily back in celebration for 
these remarkable souls and with future hopes 
of our Order as we gaze expectantly to 2014 
as Michael Connell, Ian Vincent, Stephen  
Farlow and Kathleen Klein follow in-step into 
the Novitiate.    

 

Praised be Jesus Christ! 

Sincerely yours in St. Francis of Assisi,          
Br. David Luke., O.E.F.                                       
Office of Formation Counseling 

 The question for us today is whether we will give 

up or whether we will surrender.  Giving up has a lot     

going for it.  It means living in apathy, going about our 

lives as though we never could and never will make a   

difference.  For Christians it means finally being honest 

that a great many of us see our relationship with Christ as 

a clever self-improvement metaphor or as a quaint way of 

naming the mysteriously warm & fuzzy moments.  It 

means watching dispassionately as the forces that are 

anti-life, anti-love, inhumane and generally omnicidal grind 

through other continents, countries, states, cities and 

neighborhoods until they come knocking at our own door. 

It means abandoning the terrifying mystic beauty of not 

knowing what it all means, in favor of trusting that it 

probably doesn’t mean anything.  To those around you, 

you’ll probably look like someone who has it all together.

 Surrender is tricky, especially because it sounds 

so much like giving up.  There is a big difference however. 

 Giving up is throwing up your hands in despair. 

 Surrender is placing yourself in someone else’s hands in 

trust.  You trust that they are greater than you.  You trust 

that they will take responsibility for you.  For Christians, it 

means finally being honest that we are humans.  We are 

cosmically insignificant and prone to utter failure on the 

big things.  We are temporally limited and prone to big 

mistakes on the little things.  We think about ourselves all 

the time. This is why we place ourselves in the hands of 

another, to know the life-giving humility of not being our 

own answer.     

 His hands are gentle, they are wounded, they 

bring healing, they offer protection. They give us strength 

to really see the forces that defy God and to name them. 

They guide us away from clinging to our own religious 

versions of the anti-life, the anti-love and the inhumane. In 

the face of powers that tear through God’s children they 

give us the courage to be witnesses to a God who loves 

the unlovable.  They give us comfort and safety when our 

whole struggle is taking the next breath. To those around 

you, you may appear strangely out of touch. 

 Even when the sorrow is great, even when the 

words for prayer won’t come, don’t give up, instead      

surrender and know that you are in good hands. Know 

that you can even stand tall against the powers that can’t 

hurt you anymore. 

Formation Station 
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entered their thoughts. God’s blessings abound.                         

Meditation on Typhoon Haiyan                      
by John Michael Longworth, n/OEF 



 

 

Chaplain’s Corner 

be in order to offer us stability. And we protect and      
defend that reality when we see ourselves as                
beneficiaries of the System.  And we pay any price, bear 
any burden, meet any hardship, in order to protect and 
defend the survival of the System. My System. Our    
System. The System that I, and those like me, belong. 
And that mindset is called idolatry. That mindset leads us 
to abrogate our God-given gifts of free will and life itself. 
We let ourselves become the pawns of those “in         
authority”, we follow their orders, because the System 
must be protected, must be defended. Yet the           
countercultural, peace-making Gospel tells us that 
though Caiaphas and Herod were enemies, they became 
friends when Jesus was crucified. Caiaphas and Herod. 
High Priest and King. Church and State. No System in 
particular but all Systems in general. Powers and       
Principalities.  

Believe it or not, I am still on track! This column is still 
entitled, “The Christmas Season.” Indeed, when first    
invited to contribute to this issue of Fiddlesticks as your 
chaplain, I was asked to write about the Epiphany. I    
intend to do just that. But that story only makes sense in 
the context of the Big Picture, the whole Christmas story. 
So the Epiphany story is not simply about magi,          
astrologers, wise men [sic], presenting the gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh (Mathew’s Gospel). The    
Epiphany is a spiritual archetypal metaphor for what we 
all must do to be peace-makers, to “be known as children 
of God” rather than citizens of the world, beneficiaries of 
the System.   

The magi, first and foremost, were outsiders. There is a 
degree of detachment from the System. Protecting the 
interests of Herod and the Court were not priorities for 
them. They need not follow orders. Neither did they    
follow the advice of insider knowledge in seeking out this 
new kind of “king.” They didn’t have the benefit of    
Scripture. Yet, they trusted. They followed. They allowed 
themselves to be lead. Herod and his Court feared what 
they had heard. Their prophecies didn’t open them up to 
new possibilities, but closed them down. They would do 
anything, even kill, to prevent their perceived loss of 
power, prestige, and possessions. Do we follow our star, 
our conscience, only when convenient and when there is 
not much opposition anyway? Or do we do what those in 
positions of authority tell us to do, just because those 
authority figures have “power” to enforce their will? 

                                                 (Continued on page 7) 
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“Peace on Earth!” That bold proclamation was an integral 
part of the angels’ message (Luke’s Gospel) when    
shepherds heard the announcement of great joy noting 
the birth on the one named Jesus, who was destined to 
become the Christ. “Pacem in Terris” was also the name 
of Pope John XXIII’s most famous encyclical. I mention 
that because good Pope John opened the doors to the 
Ecumenical Movement, without which our community, the 
Order of Ecumenical Franciscans, would not exist. And 
then there is that beloved prayer, transcending religions 
around the world, serving as the common ground for  
interfaith dialogue. That prayer, which bears the name of 
our community’s co-founder, begins: “Make me an      
instrument of your peace…” 

There is a sub-cultural message claiming that there is “a 
war on Christmas.” Indeed there is a war! But I do not 
think the war of which I speak has much to do with the 
so-called “war” mentioned endlessly in media like Fox 
News. The war of which I am concerned is not about 
store clerks in shopping malls using the greeting, “Happy 
Holidays” instead of “Merry Christmas”. This war is not 
about political correctness over a “Holiday Tree” instead 
of “Christmas Tree” in the rotunda of a state capitol. No, 
the “war on Christmas” is more insidious. More hidden. 
More sinister. More real. The very real war on Christmas, 
unlike the trumped-up cultural “war”, is the war on  
peace-making itself. It is an all-out frontal assault on what 
is necessary for peace making. Strange that this real war 
is hidden in plain view! And this real war has been going 
on from the beginning. This real war is an integral part of 
the authentic Christmas story. And this real war is a part 
of the Christmas story that even “Christians” do not like to 
hear about or look at. Hence, the reason the real war 
story is insidious, hidden, sinister, and rendered all the 
more real is that we who should know the story too often 
have ears that cannot hear and eyes that cannot see. 

The battle against Christmas, the war on peace-making, 
is waged by powers and principalities. “Powers and   
Principalities” was the Apostle Paul’s term for the       
System, no system in particular but every system in   
general. Dorothy Day didn’t mince words; she called it 
“the dirty, rotten system.” It is the mind-set of power, 
prestige, and possessions. It is oppressive and           
dominative. It is misogynous and homophobic and racist. 
And most dangerously of all, it is idolatrous. And it is the 
idolatrous nature of the System, as your servant       
chaplain, that I would like to address in this column.  

The System is the container for power, prestige, and  
possessions. Falling prey to it is what is insidious,       
hidden, sinister, and real. There is a “naturalness” quality 
to it. We think it is the way reality should be and needs to 
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Just three days after Christmas, the Church honors 
those slain by Herod’s soldiers. It is called, “The Feast of 
the Holy Innocents.” Culturally, of course, the day is not 
even on the calendar. Most “Christians” are unaware of 
it. What a bummer to have post-Christmas and pre-New 
Year’s celebrating dampened by such a thing as children 
being killed?! But if we do not stand in solidarity with the 
on-going victims of Herod’s soldiers, we fail to honor 
Christmas, to honor the Gospel, to honor what is       
necessary for peace-making. Today, over 90% of those 
killed in a war zone are non-combatants, mostly children 
and women. And these are officially termed “collateral 
damage” by today’s soldiers of Herod. How is 90% of 
anything called “collateral”, as if a peripheral, tertiary 
issue, when it is the overwhelming majority?! Jesus, 
Mary, and Joseph were a minority, able to flee the 
slaughter. They became a displaced people. They were 
war refugees, unable to live in their own country. Like 
thousands upon thousands of people from Uganda,   
Sudan, Iraq, Syria and other countries today. Like many 
from Latin and South America not long ago who fled their 
country because US soldiers had trained soldiers from 
their country to “protect” power, to “defend” the status 
quo. Over a century ago, Lakota Sioux were slaughtered 
by the US Cavalry at Wounded Knee. Right after   
Christmas. The Cavalry surrounded the Lakota Sioux 
and gunned them down with a new type of semi-
automatic assault weapon. The native peoples were  
unarmed, mostly women and children. Some Cavalry 
were killed by their own crossfire. Congressional Medals 
of Honor were then given. Condemnation of those who 
follow orders is not the intent here. Truth telling is the 
intent. The refusal to buy into and to celebrate the     
System is the intent. Like the magi, let us be “wise”, and 
do likewise. 

I close with a quote from someone we have all come to 
know and love: “Always from the child’s hand, the sword 
must be removed. I think every nation is an infant.”  
Francesco di Bernadone  

  Chaplain’s Corner  ...continued   Just for Fun!  Some Definitions: 

• AMEN:  The only part of a prayer that   everyone 

knows. 

• HOLY WATER:  A liquid whose chemical  formula 

is H2OLY. 

• INCENSE:  Holy Smoke! 

• MAGI:  The most famous trio to attend a baby 

shower. 

• PROCESSIONAL:  The ceremonial formation at 

the beginning of Mass, consisting of altar servers, 

celebrant, and late parishioners looking for seats. 

• RECESSIONAL:  The ceremonial procession at 

the conclusion of Mass, led by parishioners trying 

to beat the crowd to the parking lot. 

• CHOIR:  A group of people whose singing allows 

the rest of the congregation to lip-synch. 

• JONAH:  The original Jaws story. 

• PEW:  A medieval torture device still found in 

churches. 

• RELICS:  People who have been going to Mass for 

so long, they actually know when to sit, kneel and 

stand. 

• USHERS:  The only people in the parish who don’t 

know the seating capacity of a pew. 

• BULLETIN:  1. Parish information read only during 

the sermon.  2. Catholic air-conditioning.  3. Your 

receipt for attending the service. 

• HYMN:  A song of praise, usually sung in a key 

three octaves higher than that of the                

congregation’s range. 

• MANGER:  1. Where Mary gave birth to Jesus 

because Joseph wasn’t covered by an HMO.        

2. The Bible’s way of showing us that holiday 

travel has always been rough. 

• TEN COMMANDMENTS:  The most important 

Top Ten List not given by David Letterman. 



 

 

The 1st Gathering of the Mid-Atlantic Region of the    

Order of Ecumenical Franciscans took place October 25-

27, 2013 in Lexington, Kentucky.  The group was hosted 

for the weekend by the staff and gracious hospitality of 

St. Agnes House and local professed member, Sr.        

Allegrezza.  Those in attendance included:  Sr.               

Allegrezza, Br. David Luke, Sr. Dale Carmen, Br.     

Brendan, Sr. Markie, and inquirer Robert Elton.  We 

also spoke on the phone with postulant Mike Norman 

from Mexico who is anticipating novicing at the 2014 

OEF Chapter/Convocation.  A former postulant from 

Lexington also stopped by to visit and to attend one of 

the worship services during the weekend.  The theme for 

the weekend retreat was, “Let your Light Shine!” and 

included time spent in prayer, reflection, group sharing, 

and making a special take home memento.  Those    

gathered took time to make Communion Bread together, 

which was used for the Celebration of the Eucharist.  

There was also time to go for a walk and enjoy some of 

the campus of the University of Kentucky.  The group 

shared in the responsibilities of cooking and cleaning 

and leading prayer and worship.  It was a wonderful 

time to get to know each other better and for inquirer, 

Robert, to see some members of the OEF community in 

person and experience our Franciscan Family.   Sr. Dale 

Carmen, interim Minister General, came all the way 

from North Dakota to visit and participate in this      

inaugural event.  The group has made plans for the next 

gathering to be held April 25-27, 2014 at St. Agnes 

House in Lexington, KY.   All are welcome!! 

  * * * 

The Great Lakes Lighthouse Fellowship gathered at As-

sisi Heights Spirituality Center in Rochester, MN Nov. 

21-23.  In attendance were seven heart souls: Br. John 

Syvertson, Br. Keith Downey, Sr. Kathleen Dlugosz, Br. 

Louis Canter, Sr. Chris Petersen, our     interim MG, Dale 

Carmen, and new postulant John Salveson,  We had a 

wonderfully relaxing time, with very little on the agenda.  

The theme was “What are you thankful for?”  Discussions 

were held to  share our gratitude for blessings received, 

and to determine plans for future gatherings.  There was 

also a Eucharist service on Friday night.  During that ser-

vice, John Salveson was officially welcomed as a postu-

lant.  We also received Novice vows from Keith Downey,  

Kathleen Dlugosz and Louis Canter.  Congratulations, all!  

The Great Lakes Lighthouse Fellowship has plans to meet 

annually on Francistide weekend.  The next two gather-

ings are booked, alternating between Assisi Heights and 

the Franciscan Spirituality Center in LaCrosse, WI.  The 

next gathering will be in LaCrosse Oct. 2-4, 2014.  Mark 

your calendars! 
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Regional News!    

        

Lighthouse Fellowship: (l-r): John Syvertson, 

Louis Canter, John Salveson, Chris Petersen, 

Dale Carmen (kneeling), Keith Downey. 

Bread-making—Dale and Markie, Mid-Atlantic gathering 

Mid-Atlantic            

Franciscan mini-mes! 
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NE Advent Gathering, Saturday, December 7, 2013: 

Northeast members and friends of OEF gathered on a 

cold sunny Saturday at St.Francis House in New       

London, CT.  Present: Juniper, Bruce, Shoshanah,      

Michael Reynolds, David Fournier, Toni Smith, Carol 

Stiver, Susan DeGeorge, Anjelika, Damien (Inquirer).  

We were also joined by Paul J., TSSF who is a resident 

and community member of St.Francis House.   

Per our tradition, we joined Cal (Vietnam Veteran for 

Peace) in his daily Peace Vigil (daily since 1986!).       

Followed by lunch together and our traditional "check-in" 

-- the sharing of what is most current and alive in faith 

journeys.  Several are participating in the "Non-Violent 

Communication" book study and discussion and are   

finding particularly meaningful the one-to-one sharing 

with their book study partners.  We felt the absence of 

those not with us and hold particularly close in prayer 

Brother Barnabas (Luis).   

The highlight of our Gathering was a simple worship 

service in which we received the novice vows of Susan 

DeGeorge and welcomed her as a novice.  We are graced 

by her presence among us.  Anjelika serves as her      

Formation Counselor.   

Our next Gathering (Lent) will be Saturday, March 8, 

2014, also at St.Francis House.  All ye who are able, 

please come! 

In the meantime, during this season of Advent, during 

this season of expectation, of waiting, of anticipation, 

during this season of peace and hope and joy and love, 

may we pray one for another.   

Peace and All Good to All...    ~ shoshanah  

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

As of about one half hour ago, (on 12/12/13) Stephen 

Farlow became the newest Bluebonnet Franciscan 

novice to the OEF! 

And here's the proof from our very own chapel nestled 

in the woods in Huntsville: 

Regional News...Continued 

L-r: Br. Stephen, Sr. Magdalena Stebbing 

Hear Ye, Hear Ye!                 

Submissions for the Lent 2014 issue of 
“Fiddlesticks” are being accepted immediately. 

Deadline for submissions is Mar.15, 2013. 

Send submissions to Sister Chris at                                             
capoef@solarus.biz 

or snail-mail to: 

Christine Petersen, OEF                                                 
853 Norwich Ct                                                       

Nekoosa, WI 54457 

Thank you! 

Stephen’s Novicing Altar 

l-r: Br. Stephen, Br. Thomas Stebbing 
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Untitled Poem  

By Stephen V. Trowbridge 
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The mighty master Michelangelo,                                            The mighty master Michelangelo,                                            The mighty master Michelangelo,                                            The mighty master Michelangelo,                                            

While working with his chisel, oft was known                               While working with his chisel, oft was known                               While working with his chisel, oft was known                               While working with his chisel, oft was known                               

To place above his head a candle prone,                                  To place above his head a candle prone,                                  To place above his head a candle prone,                                  To place above his head a candle prone,                                  

That every stroke should be within its glow,                                  That every stroke should be within its glow,                                  That every stroke should be within its glow,                                  That every stroke should be within its glow,                                  

That he across his art should never throw                              That he across his art should never throw                              That he across his art should never throw                              That he across his art should never throw                              

The shadow of himself; but carve each stone                            The shadow of himself; but carve each stone                            The shadow of himself; but carve each stone                            The shadow of himself; but carve each stone                            

In free accord with promptings from The Throne                          In free accord with promptings from The Throne                          In free accord with promptings from The Throne                          In free accord with promptings from The Throne                          

To his responsive genius here below.To his responsive genius here below.To his responsive genius here below.To his responsive genius here below.    

So may thy love above my forehead shine                                   So may thy love above my forehead shine                                   So may thy love above my forehead shine                                   So may thy love above my forehead shine                                   

That neither shadows of a weary mood                                         That neither shadows of a weary mood                                         That neither shadows of a weary mood                                         That neither shadows of a weary mood                                         

Nor selfNor selfNor selfNor self----reflections of a mystic mind                                               reflections of a mystic mind                                               reflections of a mystic mind                                               reflections of a mystic mind                                               

Shall mar the lives God wills me to refine.Shall mar the lives God wills me to refine.Shall mar the lives God wills me to refine.Shall mar the lives God wills me to refine.    

Oh, tender Spirit radiating good                                                         Oh, tender Spirit radiating good                                                         Oh, tender Spirit radiating good                                                         Oh, tender Spirit radiating good                                                         

Illuminate my toil for humankind.Illuminate my toil for humankind.Illuminate my toil for humankind.Illuminate my toil for humankind.    

*Submitted by Dale Carmen, OEF 


